[image: A blue sign with white text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]MONTHLY REMINDERS For March 2025

	Waukesha Council Office
818 Sunset Drive
Waukesha, WI  53189
Council: 262-544-1850
Store: 262-547-3281


	MARCH

	S
	M
	T
	W
	T
	F
	S

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15

	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22

	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29

	30
	31
	
	
	
	
	









Monthly Quote for Reflection
“Let us continue to offer one another to God and to love each other in Our Lord, as he has loved us ”
	~ St. Vincent de Paul
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[bookmark: _Toc190160933]	ACTIVITIES THIS MONTH
	[bookmark: _Hlk117784615]March 2025

	  3 - St. Catherine

	10 - St. Charles

	17 - St. Leonard

	24 - St. Mary

	31 - St. Joan of Arc


SVdP Meal Program Volunteer Commitment
The number of guests at the Meal Program is increasing. Please note new requirements: It is asked that at least 8 conference members/volunteers arrive at 4:50 with 5 gallons of milk (2 white & 3 chocolate) and 80-100 desserts of any type. The commitment is comprised of serving the meal with cleanup afterwards, normally completed by 6:30. Thank you all for your great support of the SVdP Monday meal program. Please contact Peggy Fahl to confirm your assignment and/or if you have any questions. Call/text 414-828-6999 or email pegfahl@gmail.com

March 5
Getting Ahead Bridging Seminar
Council Meeting Room
11:00am – 1:30pm
[bookmark: _Toc20300269]Registration Required 
Join us to learn more about all three economic classes, particularly to increase understanding of the experience of poverty. If you’re interested, to reserve your spot please call us at 262-547-0654 or email us at gettingahead@svdpwaukesha.com. Lunch will be provided.

March 8 
Ozanam Orientation
Registration is Full.
Council Meeting Room, 818 W. Sunset Dr, Waukesha	
Registration begins 8:15am, Program from 8:30am-1:30pm
Continental Breakfast and Lunch is provided. 

March 11 
Summer Lunch Kick Off Meeting
Council Conference Room
10:30am – 12:00pm
[bookmark: _Toc190160934]	WAUKESHA COUNCIL 
Fundraising Opportunities
St. Vincent de Paul Fest on June 14th
Is your conference looking for a fundraising opportunity? Our Pewaukee store is hosting a family-friendly festival and we would love to help your conference raise needed funds to assist our neighbors. Conferences can sell food, beverages, plants or whatever you think will fit in with our festival. 

[image: A group of people posing for a photo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Please contact our Marketing leader, Antonio Slade to learn more and share your ideas. Call 414-553-0911 or email aslade@svdpwaukesha.com.

St. Vincent de Paul hosts a Culvers “Scoopie Night” 
Another way to raise money for your conference is to work with a local restaurant for a fundraiser. The St. James Mukwonago Conference recently teamed up with the local Mukwonago Culvers for a “Scoopie Night.”  Members had lots of fun and plan to continue this fundraiser as often as allowed. 

Please share with us both your example of, and the pictures from your local fundraiser so we may share them with other conferences.

Conference Standards of Excellence 
Are you one of those people who, in addition to giving something up for Lent, also wants to do something extra.  How about completing the Conference Standards of Excellence.  

Statute 22 of Part III of the Rule invites us to review our “service to the members and the poor, the effectiveness of their special works and all activities, and explore ways to provide better service.” 

On our website in the Members Info/Conference Officer Forms/Presidents & Vice Presidents section you will find the Questionnaire, Report Sheet, Notes, and the Minimum Requirements for Existing Conferences.  In other words, all the documents you will need for your conference to complete the Standards of Excellence.  Thanks to those conferences that have already completed this.  We are hoping to have everyone’s forms by April 1. No fooling.  

If you have any questions, please contact Rob Shelledy at 262.327.8089 or rshelledy@svdpwaukesha.com. 

Please Welcome Robin Hernandez 
Robin is our new Administrative Assistant for Conference Life.  She has been with SVdP since August and started her new position in January.  Robin was born and raised in Mukwonago. She has a dog named Aurora and is a Cat Grandma to Savana, and Panda, her daughter's (Angelina) cats. Her 35-year-old son, Travis, lives in Washington State. Her contact information is rhernandez@svdpwaukesha.com and 262-875-6332.  
[bookmark: _Hlk123222400][bookmark: _Toc117784739][bookmark: _Toc190160935]	SVdP NATIONAL AND NORTH CENTRAL REGION ANNOUNCEMENTS
June 12 – 14
North Central Regional Meeting
Hilton Minneapolis St. Paul 
Bloomington, MN

August 27 – 30
2024 National Assembly
The Galt House
Louisville, KY

Mark your calendars!  Great Vincentian gatherings are ahead!  Both events offer workshops geared specific to conference operations, activities, best practices, etc.  Attending these events are a great opportunity to learn and share experiences with fellow members from around the country.  Council hosts also include social events, highlighting their communities on their agenda.  Consider attending! 
[bookmark: _Toc190160937]COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
St. Vincent de Paul programs that work to involve community members in pathways to self-sufficiency and long-term, systemic solutions. This includes Getting Ahead and Housing. 
Jodie LaChapelle, Director of Community Engagement
jlachapelle@svdpwaukesha.com
262-765.0744

Getting Ahead
A St. Vincent de Paul program to help individuals and the Waukesha County community become more financially stable.

The Getting Ahead Spring Workshop begins on March 4th!
	 We want to remind you of the support we need for meal donations. We have more than 10 spots available. Here’s how you can help:
 Donate homemade meals and assist with serving dinner.
[image: ] Deliver boxed meals (we can provide the boxes for you).
 Contribute financially towards meals (we will handle the food orders).	
Sign up for this volunteering opportunity using the provided link or QR code. 		
https://signup.com/go/PpqfsHA 
	 We are actively recruiting participants! If you know someone who might be interested in joining next season (Fall), please feel free to connect with us.


We are thrilled to support our new investigators as they embark on this journey toward better opportunities in life. Join us in supporting them!

For any questions, please call us at 262-547-0654 or email us at gettingahead@svdpwaukesha.com

Liliana Cavazos, Getting Ahead Program Manager 
Monique Rodriguez, Getting Ahead Coordinator
« « « « « « « « « « « « « « » » » » » » » » » » » » » »
Housing Initiative
St. Vincent de Paul program to provide a pathway to housing stability, guiding Vincentians through prevention, diversion, 
urgent accommodations, and housing in Waukesha County.

Please join us in welcoming Ramon Candelaria and Shelia Kincy to our Housing team. Ramon will be taking the lead on landlord engagement and Shelia joins us to provide conference support and resources. A detailed email will come from Housing later in the week with more program details and support information. 

Jodie LaChapelle
Housing@svdpwaukesha.com
262.875.6346
[bookmark: _Toc20300271][bookmark: _Toc190160938]	STORES

[bookmark: _Hlk531171281]Cares 2.0 (formerly Electronic Voucher)
We are happy to announce that Thiftworks is updating its Cares program, which we have dubbed Cares 2.0. The new program is very user-friendly and web-based, which makes it compatible with ALL computers and smartphones! It will also improve our tracking and reporting of who we help and how often we help them. We are launching it on Monday May 5, 2025. Currently, we have Council and Stores staff working with Cares 2.0 to iron out any bugs. We will be offering training in April to limited members from each conference to take back to their groups. Also, the April 28 Quarterly District Council and Membership meeting will include a short demonstration. Please direct any questions to Bonnie at bpranger@svdpwaukesha.com.

Store contact information: 
[bookmark: _Hlk123222331]Waukesha: John Erdmann, 262-719-8486, jerdmann@svdpwaukesha.com
Oconomowoc: Bridgette Bronk, 262-853-8257, bbronk@svdpwaukesha.com
Pewaukee: Matt Wojczak, 262-347-6165, mwojczak@svdpwaukesha.com 
SVdP Sunday Scheduler/Truck Driver: Tommy Colburn, 262-693-7124, tcolburn@svdpwaukesha.com
[bookmark: _Toc20300272][bookmark: _Toc190160939]	CONFERENCE RESOURCES

Conference Corner
Greetings from St. Joan of Arc Conference in Nashotah, WI. We currently have 16 members in our Conference with a total of 134 years of service to SVdP. We are an active group, making numerous home visits every year to help with rent, utilities, car repairs, and hotel stays based on the needs of our neighbors. One of our priorities during a home visit is to pray and discuss our SVdP mission with the neighbor.  We listen to their needs and ask questions to help us understand their situation better so we can serve them better. We give them an ADRC Resource Guide for Waukesha County and discuss specific resources available to them based on their needs. The Home Visit is the basic, most fundamental activity of SVdP and discussing each neighbor at our meeting leads to our spiritual growth. Whenever possible, we strive to make consensus decisions together, either at the meetings or through email chains. 

We have a good relationship with the General Manager at Knollcrest Apartments (affordable housing) in Delafield. We have helped many of our neighbors get into this facility, helped with rent and utilized our SVdP voucher program to help get items they need. 



Most recently we have been able to help a few families in need of shelter due to the EOS closure.  We housed families in hotels for several weeks, helping them with food and gas cards, as well as mentoring.  The gratitude from these families was overwhelming.

One of the fun ways we bond as a group is our annual Christmas party, hosted by one of our members. Our Conference is a group of friends growing in holiness through personal relationships with and service to people in need. We are blessed to serve our neighbors in so many ways. We have developed wonderful relationships with many of our neighbors and are thankful for the opportunity to serve them.

If you would like to have your conference featured next month, share a FIN’s success story, or a conference Best Practice, please send them to Rob Shelledy at rshelledy@svdpwaukesha.com or 262-327-8089. 

Conference and Member Questions and Answers (from the E-Gazette National Newsletter) 
Q:  Is it against the Rule for a Vice President to also serve as treasurer?
A: There is nothing explicit in the Rule or the National Council Approved Bylaws related to this. In Part II of the Rule, International Statute 7.4: “Any matter that is not specifically governed by any parts of the Rule and Statutes shall be governed by tradition and, in the final instance, by the decision issued by the Board of the Council General.”  The tradition of the Society is one-office/one-person.  This is set in place to such a degree that, when applying for aggregation, the application will be rejected if one person holds more than one office.
[bookmark: _Hlk26176366]Index of Conference & Member Q & A 
Questions and answers appear in the E-Gazette, the National E-newsletter. The National office has put together a collection of all Questions & Answers since this practice started! Index of Conf & Member Q&A's Pam Hudson, National Director of Governance & Membership Services, phudson@svdpusa.org 
[bookmark: _Toc20300273][bookmark: _Toc190160940]	WHAT’S AHEAD 

	April 2025
	May 2025

	  7 - St. Anthony
	  5 - St. Teresa of Calcutta

	14 - St. Bruno
	12 - St. Dominic

	21 - St. Jerome Mini-V’s
	19 - St. Luke

	28 – St. William
	26 - MEMORIAL DAY



SVDP Meal Program Volunteer Commitment
Contact Peggy Fahl before your week for up-to-date information on serving needs. Call/text at 
414-828-6999 or email pegfahl@gmail.com


April 1
Virtual Introduction to NAMI with Robert Hagen
6:00pm – 7:00pm 
Bob Hagen, the Program Director of Crisis Training at NAMI of SE Wisconsin, will present an online overview of some of NAMI SE services, how to find more information about them, and some basic information on various techniques, e.g., de-escalation.  
Click Here to join the meeting  Click on the Join Now button in the lower right corner.
If needed, enter Meeting ID: 221 059 274 262 and Passcode: DA6Jm2Jt

April 9
Home Visit Training
6:00pm – 8:30pm 
Council Meeting Room, 818 W. Sunset Dr, Waukesha	
6:00pm - 8:30pm
Click here to REGISTER
[bookmark: _Toc20300274]
April 20
Easter Sunday

April 29
Milw Council Virtual Ozanam Orientation begins
See attached flyer for REQUIRED registration information

April 28
Quarterly District Council and Membership meeting
St. Mary Parish 
225 S. Hartwell Ave.  
Waukesha WI 53186-6402
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

This meeting will include a short demonstration of the new Cares 2.0 program so reserve your seats early.  
[bookmark: _Toc190160941]	PETITIONS
Prayers for Health
Donna Horrigan, member of St. Joan of Arc Conference
[bookmark: _Toc189484544][bookmark: _Toc190160942]	YOUR COUNCIL STAFF
Bob Glowacki 	262.875.6337	bglowacki@svdpwaukesha.com
Chief Executive Officer
Rod Colburn 	262.751.9720	rcolburn@svdp@waukesha.com
Chief Operating Officer
Ivan Mejias	262.875.6329	imejias@svdpwaukesha.com
Director of Finance
Rob Shelledy 	262.327.8089 	rshelledy@svdpwaukesha.com
Senior Director of Mission Engagement
Bonnie Pranger 	262.349.9027 	bpranger@svdpwaukesha.com
Executive Assistant
Robin Hernandez 	262.875.6332 	rhernandez@svdpwaukesha.com
Administrative Assistant for Conference Life
Brenda Szpot 	262.522.3241 	bszpot@svdpwaukesha.com
Accountant
Jodie LaChapelle 	262.875.6346	jlachappelle@svdpwaukesha.com
Director of Community Engagement
Liliana Cavazos 	262.547.0654 	lcavazos@svdpwaukesha.com
Getting Ahead Program Manager
Monique Rodriguez 	262.547.0654	mrodriguez@svdpwaukesha.com
Getting Ahead Administrative Coordinator

www.stvincenwaukesha.com
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